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END�OF�AN�ERA�FOR�WOODSIDE�STAGE!

The�stage,�first�installed�in�September�1985,�is�now�closed�and�due�for�removal�after�nearly�39�years.�Its�replacement�

is�being�funded�by�Government�grants�for�the�Woodside�area�regeneration.�Of�particular�interest�is�the�pair�of�manually�

operated�gangways�which�were�transferred�from�the�previous�stage.�Health�and�Safety�advances�will�mean�that�

powered�gangways�will�be�introduced,�as�installed�at�the�modern�Pier�Head�and�Seacombe�terminals.�Regular�ferry�

passengers�will�miss�the�“iconic”�clatter�as�the�gangways�were�lowered�and�raised.�The�stagemen�will�be�glad�to�

see�them�go,�as�their�operation�required�dexterity�and�athleticism,�sometimes�involving�running�up�the�gangway�

when�it�was�halfway�up�(at�45�degrees)�in�order�to�force�it�down.�Their�relatively�simple�design,�mounted�on�a�turntable

�and�with�a�hinged�gangway,�provided�flexibility,�accommodating�wave�and�vessel�movements.�Occasional�damage�was�

easily�repaired!�Perhaps�one�can�be�saved�for�posterity?

This Newsletter is circulated to members to keep them in touch events that

have been happening since the formation of the Friends of the Ferries.
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Red Kestrel in the Mersey on completion for Red Funnel, 2019
Capacity 12 HGV’s and 12 passengers. 12.5 knots. Image Gordon Ditchfield


